rfr _ 

Approved For Relive 2001/09/06 : CIA-RDP79T01146A00«^01 50001-0 . 

* *■ 

TOP SECRET 
SECURITY INFORMATION 

12 December 1951 


CIA No. 49464 
Copy No, 

145 


DAILY DIGEST 

ARMY, DIA, DOS Declassification/Release Instructions on File 


Office of Current Intelligence 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


This summary of significant reports has been prepared primarily 
for the internal use of the Office of Current Intelligence. It does 
not represent a complete coverage of all current reports in CIA 
or in the Office of Current Intelligence. Comments represent the 
immediate views of the Office of Current Intelligence. 


TOP SEQRET 

SECURITY INFORMATION 

Approved For Release 2001/09/06 : CIA-RDP79T01146A000600150001-0 

<7 e* 7 7 ¥ 


n 


i 


Approved For ReldWfe 2001/09/06 : CIA-RDP79T01146A008fi<j01 50001-0 

TOP SECRET 


SECTION 1 (SOVIET) 


25X1 C 


25X1A 


BULGARIA. Movement of factories from Sofia reported: 



25X1 C 


the Bulgarian Government has ordered the dismantlement and transfer of 
two Sofia factories. The two establishments — one a "mechanical tech- 
nical factory" and the other a metal- working plant — will allegedly be 
relocated in northeastern Bulgaria. 25X1A 


Comment t This report has not been confirmed by other sources. 


Although numerous rumors concerning decentralization of industry 
and movement of governmental agencies from Sofia were current during the 
latter half of 1950, few reports to this effect have been received since 
the beginning of 1951. 


2. POLAND. Civilians trained for Air Defense: The US Air Attache in Warsaw 
reports that during a train trip from Krakow to Warsaw he observed a 
group of Polish civilians whose conversation indicated that they were re- 
turning from an air defense conference held during early October in Krakow. 
The Poles had a paper-bound book entitled "Organization of Civil Air 
Defense, Volume l," to the back of which was attached an envelope contain- 
ing airoraft silhouettes. During .the trip the Poles, who appeared most 
enthusiastic, practiced identification of the sketches and discussed air- 
oraft identification. 

The Air Attache expressed the opinion that the training of this 
small group is connected with recent rapid development of Warsaw’s anti- 
aircraft defenses, which has included the installation of approximately 
sixty 85 mm antiaircraft guns around Warsaw. (C Warsaw IR-242-51, 11 
Oct 51) 

Comment ; Although there have been a number of general reports s in ce 
last June that the Polish Government was organizing a national civil air 
defense organization, this is the first specific report of the training 
of civilians along that line* 

S. YUGOSLAVIA. Anti-Western officials reportedly purged: The Turkish 
Consulate at Skoplje reports that 10 or 12 high ranking Yugoslav army 
officers and government officials in Macedonia were recently relieved 
for spreading defeatist propaganda and for stating that American army 
officers would take over the direction of the Yugoslav Army. 
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A previous report received last -week alleged that 15 officers had been 
arrested in Macedonia during General Harmony's last visit to Belgrade. 

(S Belgrade Joint Weeka 48, 30 Hov 51; S Belgrade 759, 7 Dec 51) 

Comment ; Although some officers may have been arrested on charges 
of Cominformism, these reported arrests may be connected -with the US 
arms aid program. Certain high Yugoslav staff officers -with anti- 
Western reputations will probably be reclassified in an effort to pre- 
pare the ground for General Harmony's mission, although it is improbable 
that they would be arrested for this reason. 
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will remain f^! 11 (?m8 1 ’TSfce“J , i)^o < a“ “ d ^ ±h ° d<sl>uties 

and se^Tth e^wTSt!^ T t9 “ S °‘r* in the 8 Motions, 

their seats. Although their election wL 2l:ill2l’2T222 T' 1 ” i ‘ ssu ” le 

£ t.t ° rleS ?°P ™^ u z 

=- «• ~ :.as.- r :/» sr 

' ^ ggg°S to check oeEosltlon, 

most of the damage^during th.^^rSoS^rTSL'TSiS*,!?* 

hist-led demonstration ^asTdSl) SS’SSjS'? 4 ?” ri ° tS ' th ° C °“- 

“rsrio-r s: %% 

which took place at the same time. ^8 ^“1^77^! ^STS) ° m ° 8S 
lenoe ^ l^ec VsScially^crloua^rcl^t^ oom, ’ atin e opposition with vio- 

Sf^ii^aaf^BwSSS^ 

HaSSKHMSsS? ,=■'-■ 

Indian allegedly JoLiliatory^ttSde” £ "S “ £ “Th- 

sss sssrst^rv?-^ 

has been solved, additional ones ^uclTas que ® tlon of demilitarization 
who have left Kashmir since 1948* will remain re ^ tr ^ at J on °f ^ refugees 

srra: “t V- T- ~s nds 

10 Dec, S Hew Delhi Weeka 49, 7 Deo, 9 iSS'SSST^^^ 601 > 
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Despite the wide publicity being given to India’s allevedlv 
conciliatory attitude, there is still no indication that Dr. Graham will 3 " 7 

issue 1 bv t fhR 0 +r t M nCrete p r og f ess t0Ward eYan tual solution of the Kashmir 
issue by the time his current mission ends on 22 December. 


6. 


' reports ^ a \ J n 1< m °° A Kew Delhi new dispatch 

reports that B. B. Goldschmidt, French atomic scientist, arrived in Bombav 

on 5 December to advise the Indian Atomic Energy Commission on a projected 

Ministrv 11 thi s AC "l° rdi ffi t0 Secretar y of India ' s National Resources 
ft IT/’ i th + a P i 1 \r i11 produce isotopes for medical use and is expected 
ompleted by the end of 1954* (R News Ticker New Delhi, 5 Dec 51) 

...i » ~ gP ^ r ^ g f iAJliaa^ hal^ Pradesh elections s A Delhi brond- 

?“? ° f ? N ec emb erannounced thlTtTc^lfp^f^d^n a clear maioStv 

turine 21 of ?hf ^ ! 3 f“ meffiber state assembly in Himachal Pradesh by cap- 

^ 3 ? saats thus far bounced. Seven were won by the Inde° 

SS£? "kalrltlV th \l iS S? PraJa ^ d *»• scheduled 

very few 3.“;, ^ **** M ** 

in other° states ^ Sl " llar "pities 

S' by ^g o O^S ^e2 i r ft|rB % FP t te ?¥ ilm - attasl S i An attaok in northern 

£*££*3 V*™" = f “ineee-traCd Kl^t1£eL«,Tr%ort^y 

° ® P J‘ ace „ in Januat T ©r February 1952. The Important town of Lshio 7 

uthern terminus of the Burma Road, is named as an objective. * 

nist Chinfwnf« g f°T Wil1 be C& P d the MBurffia liberation Army.” Commu- 
I 1 !!??, 1 ?! w lll^tendreaaajo.. and supply this f orce with Ss JT 


25X1A 


tr ainin^fn^Chinfl V f r bundred Burm ®s© Communists are known to have been 

sIS -=•== 

s sSSiS?*--® sis 

ning a "’full-scale” offsttslw ?! « J 1 Burma have been reported as plan- 
^ offensive in November, but this attack may have been 

postponed to occur simultaneously with attacks from across t£ China border. 
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Bmgaaaa ..fiooi aUirtg 

The Burmese Socialists are reliably reported to be plotting the removal of 
Premier Thakin Nu when the new parliament convenes in January. The Social- 
ists' first choice fo^th^prem^rsh^^^^eporte^t^b^^a Swe, the party’s 
Secretary General. 

Comment s A number of reports have been received that U Ba Swe, an ex- 
treme leftist, has been maneuvering to replace ThaMn Nu, who is under attack 
from several influential Socialists because of his pro-Western orientation. 

The Socialist Party is the dominant faction supporting the government and 
could accomplish a change in premiers at any time. The convocation of the 
new parliament;, which they will control, offers them an excellent opportunity 
to effect such a change, as a new cabinet must be appointed at that time. 

The Socialists would have to be certain of the noninterference, if not 
the cooperation, of Commander in Chief Ne Win in replacing Thakin Nu with JCJ Ba 
Swe, They would also have to risk losing considerable popular support be- 
cause of Thakin Nu’s great prestige. 

A. government headed by U Ba Swe would be hostile to the US and would 
probably seek much closer relations with the Chinese Communists. 


INDOCHINA . 


s The Chinese Communists 
according to an intelli- 


plan an overt attack on Indochina on 28 December, 
gence source in Formosa. Chinese Communist troops will also threaten the 
Thailand border. (TS USAIRA Taipei 287, 8 Dec 51) 


Comment s Predictions by this source have often proved inaccurate. 
Numerous recent reports, however, have alleged preparations fcr an attack 
on Indochina, and the Chinese have troops estimated at a minimum of 150,000 
near the border. 


French Intelligence in Indochina has not provided any information to 
support the likelihood of such an attack. The French believe that a recent 
augmentation of Chinese Communist troops near the Indochina border has been 
necessary to contain guerrilla activity. 


A mass meeting in Djakarta, sponsored by 15 political parties and organi- 
zations and attended by 5,000 persons, demanded that the government call off 
pending Dutch-Indonesian negotiations and that it take unilateral action to 
nullify the Round Table Conference agreements ©f 1949. The meeting also 
passed a motion calling on the people to w unite in the struggle to free Irian 
from the chains of colonialism,® and asked the government to “cooperate with 
the people" 9 in taking positive steps to ineorgo^fcejfest Irian (West New Guinea) 
into Indonesian territory. (R FBIS Ticker 10 Dec 51) STATSPEC 
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Com ment ^ Although the report does not so state, the action taken 

iL is thf g ^ ndi ^ at ! s * hat U was leftist- sponsored. The meet- 

dorln! +h f St uadertakin g whlch the Communists have attempted 
take Lt? current New Guinea crisis. Should the government fail to 

? S Conuminists ma i r be expected to continue such activity 

attitud/or?he n Sew a Sgia Sue?”* ^ den0UK:lng the ^"Mont's 


10 * ffinirmni • ^^7^11^^5^i^-g--A§3erT„tp _jpi.n Darul Islam; Four 

to 0 ” o a 6 H n n Cen r T Ul / aVa d ® serted the Indonesian Army on 7 December 

attempted to a / anatical Moslem organization which has 

attempted to establish by force of arms an Islamic state in Indonesia 

69 of the deserters and killed 22. (R FBID Ticker 

S e Indonesian Army is a poorly trained, ill-paid. 

aeSnst th^Do? ^r r ? d c ° aglomeration of guerrilla bands who fought 
duhinwi ° utch . durin S the independence struggle. Loyalties are 

f d d ® sertl °ns are frequent. Desertions usually occur, how- 
ever, in smaller numbers than four companies. 

fl etiJ h L r r P °f f°i S n0t indicate to wh at extent the Darul Islam is 

operItiJns G to We t ? Va ’ i ^ e + or g anizati °n has largely confined its 
p ations to West Java and to the border area between the two provinces. 


H. S2IM*. r^^-^-^^^i^i^BSSSL^^lans^in^SoutiLChina reported. Accord, 
ing to the Chinese NationedlstMiMitaT^ Chi “ 

(5TZ S ? f T N °° nferenoe ^ at Hankow in early 0ctob“ decided to 
shLvard.tV °° nstruction °f 1^500 armored speed boats in Chiton 
support of Soviet e , 0nd . of 1951 » (2) give top priority to logistical 
hS \ L • ? nas at Yulin > Hainan Island, and (3) avoid 
the South China e ft min ' U f iSt ^ Kationalis t naval vessels along 
Taipei, 01042, 3°Dec 51) dlSclosing Coi ™ist strength. (S ALUSNA 

SfiSSentl Construction of small vessels in the Canton area has 

y2ffaomSr T 13 d ° UbtfUl lf thOTe “« -ffioian? ahip- 

boats in i ahoi « he i n t° n f ea *° oonst ™=t 1,500 armored speed 
Ohin^ thigh^ot a?Tul£ arin6a hSVe b9Sn r6liably ° bseTOd ln 


12 . 


despatch^fctea^nl^^t^^f' a ^“ iS ^~SM t Sn = 5uasii A Taipei press 
Tn» J hat Natlonali st guerrillas operating off the Shantung 

recently captured a large army transport from a Communist fleet? 
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The ship with its cargo of 1,000 pigs was brought to the guerrillas' 
home base near Formosa,, The despatch reports that the guerrilla forces 
"recently obtained a number of vessels capable of such high speed and 
navigating radius that they can easily stage 
the Shantung coast and escape with impunity.” 

Comments Guerrillas, labeled pirates by some observers, have 
operated extensively in South China waters. Taipei's allegation that 
the guerrillas have extended their operations to North China waters 
suggests that these anti-Communist forces have considerably broadened 
their range of operations. These forces are not considered capable of 
staging more than hit-and-run raids along the Shantung coast. 



13 c 


25X1 C 


25X1A 


Madame Chi ana K ai-sbek cri ticizes, Chian g ,CM ng^^ |sjow!^ 
Madame Chiang Kai-she k stated, in a recent interview 

that her step-son Chiang Ching-kuo, who heads the 
Political Department, has achieved virtual control of the Nationalist 
Government. She blames him for initiating adverse propaganda concern- 
ing the US and the Military Assistance and Advisory Group on Formosa, 
attempting to control American aid for his own purposes, and seeking to 
undermine .her connect ions with mainland guerrillas so that he ma.y eon- 
trol this activity 



Comments According to other observers, Chiang Ghing-kuo. 8 s privi- 
leged position in the government (accorded him by his father) and the 
Political Department's extensive control in the Armed Forces have im- 
peded the progress of the MAAG and have undermined the morale of 
Chinese civilians and military personnel. 


Madame Chiang 3 s remarks, however, are probably exaggerated, due to 
her desire to gain American support for her clique. 


14. CHINA/KORSA . Gunboat used in Chin ese amp hibio us .attack on Ko rean . 
islands The 30 November amphioious assault on a small island- off 
Northwest Korea by CCF troops was preceded by shelling from. ah enemy 
• vessel reportedly of PC class (PC class ships are 173 feet long and 
mount 4“ inch and 40-mm guns). (S CINCFE Telseon 5449, 11 Dec 51) 

C eminent ; Assuming this ship to be Chinese, this incident is the 
first indication of Chinese naval participation in the Korean war. The 
vessel reportedly sighted cannot be identified but was presumably a 
small one, since it is doubtful if the Communists would have risked one 
of their few large vessels in this attack. 
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' ~^^^iiaiL££jLi^lR 0 K_ 2 plit ic al rjart v under w , B 

1U Eecembeir announced that, a new Hadio Pusan on 

(Liberal Party) - ls bei fo^ed bj S “ the 0ha ^ T “B 

party has professed ItselAs representing Sr 81 Assembl JC”en. The new 

(R e FBi e 3 ° f 

to colSfedSe Si S various r ”LnipoUtlci"” attempt by Pr esitait Rhee 
bij. It Is anticipated, however HJ ?" "SanUatloas supporting 
fliet from existing pro-Rhes u Ll ' ,Qsl de r able resistance will be 

identity in the Lw party e Jhe head™? n h ^ be “ erged and lose their 
Hwal ? leader of the largest nrr-Rh«« " h 16V '" party apparently is Lee 

Rapid Realization of Korean Independence?^ ^ Hational Socie ty for the 


^S^CiS^H^pbseryers report. ROK anti ... 

•^ducted! A US Embassy ob^rver^ FIs?Sf5™^^^' kaiP - 

current anti -guerrilla pamnaifm’^ returns d from the scene of the 

operations are being conducted in a'diTOlSlined” 1 reports that 

field commanders are determined +n J ^ lplined ^nor and that ROK 
affair ^ in which an entire village was" 1 mfl a Ispertd -bion of the Kochang 
ration with guerrillas. There if. „ Tl “«aored i for alleged collabo- 
unit will not commit similar excess ?*' ^ t’ h ° VeYer > that some small 
the campaign to date is in a sen-e * * ° bserver stated that, while 

numbers of guerrillas have beenteken g f? thafc ho ***** 

IfiZV" "” ay •“*"»* tzizf 

ni st elements "Hbi^STOth^OTM 'fa r t ha t S th h °?!f atlons “gainst Commu- 
committed against relatively innocent l^a^inh^fr f xcesses wi ^ be 
by alienating those people who know " i f ba bitants 0 Such excesses, 

™ & ™ a“^e to e e nS™:;r it3 ^ *- 

Chins, 

Mission as stating on 26 November- tw+J ! embors of the Soviet 
the Soviet Union alone and noW th^th^T Want ? d Japan to trade with 
China, None of the Japanese jiler Communist countries, including 

considered pro-Communist; 'rather* allTe at ? ended bb c conference is 

i« group, since they held importaS „!TL a3= ° Clated ,,ith «- capital- 
businesses before the war. (s Tokyo Weeks ^49° “ D |° V ^ ent or ^ge 
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C hi na^may~h av© Suse! lnterest in resumin g trade with mainland 

Ilff ® ay have Gaused the businessmen to place undue emphasis on the 

the USSR eXpreS3e ? the Soviets toward Sino- Japanese trade . Obviously 
the USSR representatives were not empowered to discuss the problem If/ 

on fprio^ufb'f^ d * si - to "***£ th^oS Xade 

with f ! ^ + However ? the U3SR ostensibly does not interfere 

th foreign trade between other orbit countries and the West, 
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GERMAN!. Berlin trade interference slackened: While the USSR is retaining 
the principle behind its various harassing measures in Berlin* the actual 
measures have been relaxed in recent weeks. Soviet interference with parcel 
post shipments between Berlin and West Germany has been considerably less 
since 2 November; the USSR has not rejected any export permits submitted 
for approval by West Berlin films since 3 November; and the important 
Rothensee canal lock was, as previously reported, opened to West German 
traffic on 2 November, The principal Soviet interference now is the allowing 
of export permits to backlog, with results detrimental to West Berlin firms. 

Meanwhile, there is evidence that the backlog of cargo awaiting ship- 
ment by the Allied small airlift is not so large as the West Berlin city 
officials had recently indicated. In explanation of this, these officials 
maintain that many Berlin firms have completely capitulated to Soviet demands 
by supplying the certificates of origin demanded by the USSR, contrary to 
Allied and West Berlin orders. Although it is impossible to determine the 
extent to which Berlin firms have done this, they have in the past been able 
to circumvent the USSR demands by various ruses. (Factual data from: S Bonn 
unnumbered, 7 Dec 3l; G Berlin Trade-Transport Cables 76-100, 1 Nov-10 Dec $ 1 ) 

ITALY . Desire for autonomy increasing among Nenni Socialists as result of 
party 1 s pro-Coomunlst tie s ; Autonomy sentiments are reportedly gaining 
strength in the ranks of the Nenni Socialists (PSI) throughout north Italy 
as the result of the increasing conformity of the party's policy with Gom- 
munist political ideology. The disproportion between Socialist and Communist 
representation in those provincial councils which the extreme left captured 
in the May-June local elections has seriously distuibed PSI members opposed . 
to Communist domination of their party. In northwest Italy the PSI feder- 
ations have secretly agreed to sabotage efforts of their party*s leadership 
to conform with Communist policy by not attending pacifist meetings of the 
peace partisans and by disregarding circulars which urge joint action -with 
the Communists in the labor field. 

To prevent further dissatisfaction and a possible splitting of the 
party, the PSI leadership has decided to appoint as Federal Directors the 
Youth Cadres who support the Communist policy and to reject all the older 
elements who still nurture autonomist tendencies, 25X1 A 


Comment: There have been other indications that the PSI is restless 
unde r" the" domination of the Communists, to whom it is bound by a long- 
standing unity-of-action pact. PSI leader Nenni recently announced in a 
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press interview the terms he proposed for "a truce and agreement to collabo- 
rate” between his party and the Christian Democrats of Premier de Gasperi. 


Italian upper-income classes ignore tax law :: The Italian Min ister 
of Finance reports that of the T7B million tax returns filed this year, only 
one has indicated an income in excess of 320,000 dollars. He stresses that 
the wealthy in general have not complied with the tax law and that he will 
enforce the new tax measures for making big businessmen and corporations 
file accurate returns. The Minister was satisfied in general with the 
response to the new tax reform and praised the honesty of small- and medium- 
income classes in declaring their income. 

Tax payments will amount to approximately 80 million dollars more than 
were collected last year under the old tax system. (S Rome Joint Weeka L.9. 

7 Dec 31) 

Comment : The amount collected in excess of last year's returns exceeds 
previous estimates. As far as the middle— and lower-income groups are 
concerned, their good showing may be attributed in large measure to the fact 
that income taxes are collected at source. The widespread evasion of the 
income tax by corporations and higher-income groups is a particularly 
serious problem. 


Italian Government to shift from fiscal year to calendar year in 
preparing" budget' : Budget Minister Pella has indicated that' the Italian’ 
Government has Introduced legislation in Parliament designed to shift from 
a fiscal year to a calendar year basis in preparing the national accounts. 
Under the existing system the budget must be submitted in January. Under 
the new proposal, Pella would have until next May to submit the budget for 
18 months — the last half of 1932 and all of 1 933 » ” 

This change will make for greater economy, because now the government 
must prepare financial data both on a calendar and fiscal year basis, with 
considerable duplication of effort. The additional time the government 
will have will place it in a better position to know the amount of US: aid 
and the progress of offshore procurement contracts placed in Italy by the 
US before submitting the proposed military budget to Parliament. (G Rome 
2 Li96, h Dec 31) 

Comment ; Pella has recently pressed for information on US plans for 
offshore procurement of military items in Italy and made it known that Italy 
is relying heavily upon these plans. He has given assurance that the Italian 
defense program will be executed even if domestic prices should rise 
moderately, but has hinted that if there is an international inflation, Italy 
will not feel bound to promote a defense effort beyond its economic capa- 
bilities. 
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SWIT^LAND. Swiss watch shortage attributable to Chinese Communist 
g irc]iase3, ~ There is reportedly a temporary shortage of Swiss watches on 
the world market because of heavy buying by the Chinese Communist Government. 
A Chinese Communist Government agent has been buying all available stocks in’ 
Switzerland. Such purchases are significant because such watches are needed 
for artillerymen, and because watch movements can be converted for use in 
almost any kind of precision equipment, including fuzeheadsf o r projectiles. 


Comment : The US receives the largest part of Swiss watch exports. The 
West has nok requested any controls over Swiss watch exports. 


SPAp. Spanish criticism of delays in US aid incre ase;: The US Ambassador 
in Madrid reports influential Spaniards are "becoming increasingly impatient 
at the delays in American aid. Spanish officials, preoccupied with the 
country • s . tight dollar position, are annoyed that although the Export-Import 
Bank credits were authorised over a year ago, not all the 62.5 million dollars 
have yet been allocated. Moreover, they apparently resent the fact that other 
nations are already receiving allocations from 1952 Mutual Security Act funds, 
whereas in Spain only an economic survey has been made. 


The Ambassador feels that, although the Spanish Government is partly at 
fault in the matter, further delay, coupled with the absence of information 
as to what Spain may expect, is detrimental to American interests and prestige. 
(C Madrid 592, 8 Dec 5l) 6 

Comment : Spanish expectations for aid were unjustifiably high. Govern- 
ment officials had apparently anticipated a free hand in the use of Export- 
Import Bank credits. Among the chief causes of delay in execution of these 
credits have been the efforts of Spanish officials to obtain funds for 
government-controlled projects, frequently economically unsound as well as 
unacceptable under the Bank ! s policy of favoring private enterprise, and 
the failure of the Spaniards to submit adequate data to justify their 
requests* ,J “ 


IJBYA. France willing to contribute to Libyan finances : According to the 
French Foreign Office, France will make financial contributions to the 
central Libyan Treasury, but is seeking an exchange of notes by which the 
Libyans would agree to earmark French funds to make up the deficit in the 
Fezzan's budget and for a national development institute. The French state 
that the British agree and have dropped the request that the French 

financial adviser who will be concerned solely with Fezzanese questions 

be subordinate to the British adviser. 
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The French realize, however, that independence will occur automatically 
on 1 January. (S Paris 3h3&, 8 Dec £l) 

, C°™tent: US inquiries about the report that Libyan independence might 
be delayed by French intransigence (see OCI Daily Digest, 10 Dec £l) prompted 
the Foreign Office statement. Essentially, however, the French position 
continues to impede the declaration of Libyan independence, which has been 
most recently scheduled for 1 $ December, 
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SECTION 2 (EASTERN) 


GREECE . Greek UN delegate incensed over British and French failure to 
support Greece's candidacy for TJNSC seat : The Greek UN Delegate has 
expressed his indignation over the ‘'treason" of France and Great Britain, 
■who failed to support Greece's bid for a seat on the Security Council* 

The Greek delegate insisted that he had been promised French support for 
Greece in exchange for Greece's abstention on the Moroccan question. He 
was especially bitter, according to the US UN delegate with whom he 
discussed the matter, over the British vote, asserting that the British, 
despite their promise to support Greece after the first ballot, had con- 
tinued to vote for Byelorussia up to and including the last ballot. 

(S S/S Paris DELGA 581, 10 Dec $ 1 ) 

Comment : Although extremely bitter over the adverse French and 
British votes, the Greek Government has as yet refrained from giving full 
vent to its irritation, presumably with the hope that diplomatic pressure 
will yet save the day. In this connection, Greek diplomats have already 
informed Britain, as well as the US, of their displeasure, and Greek 
attempts to influence the British by linking Greece's recognition of King 
Farouk as "King of Egypt and the Sudan" with the Greek candidacy for the 
Security Council may well follow. An adverse vote will undoubtedly give 
rise to increased criticism of the already shaky government, and Greek 
politicians may accordingly feel forced to take a firmer stand against the 
British on the Cypriot and Egyptian issues. 


LIBIA . American Consul General in Libya concerned over British diplomatic 
action : The US Consul General in Tripoli has expressed his concern lest 
the first British Minister to independent Libya be Sir Alexander Kirkbride, 
Minister to Jordan for the past twenty years. According to the Consul 
General, Kirkbride *s appointment would confirm the worst suspicions of 
Moslem states that Britain plans to make "another Transjordan" out of 
Libya. 


The Consul General points out that elections for the new Libyan 
parliament, which must ratify the American airbase agreement and also the 
British and French agreements, must be held according to the constitution 
by 22 February 1952. Kirkbride »s appointment, he fears, will strengthen 
the hand of opposition elements and lessen the possibility that the new 
Libyan parliament will be controlled by persons favorable to Western 
interests. (3 s/s Tripoli 2U9, 9 Dec 51) 

Comment : Recognition of the precarious political situation in Libya 
has resulted in the US and UK urging the advancement of Libya's independence 
date to 15 December. The US Legation in Jordan recently, stated that 
Kirkbride had been ordered by the British Foreign Office to arrive in Libya 
by lij. December so that he might become the -dean of the diplomatic corps. 
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